Los Gabachos – Rick Exner and Merle Hall

Rick Exner and Merle hall are 2/4ths of the string band known as The Porch Stompers.  For their Marshalltown appearance they are adding a few Mexican popular and folk tunes to their traditional fare of old-time country, Appalachian mountain music, and originals.

Rick Exner has been singing and playing guitar, well, forever and plays a wonderful solid dance rhythm off of both the fiddle and the banjo. In addition to playing in The Porch Stompers, he’s been sighted solo, with the Onion Creek Clogger Band, and in years past the Skunk River Bluegrass Band.

Merle Hall picked up the 5-string banjo within a couple of weeks after going off to college and hasn't been the same since. He, too, played with the Onion Creek Clogger Band in their early years and demonstrated both 3-finger and clawhammer styles with Hybrid Grass in the mid-80s.  Truth be known, Merle is one of the Midwest’s best in this traditional style of banjo.  He also played dances and concerts with the Barn Owl Band from its inception in 1991 until 2008.

Contact information:
Rick Exner, (515) 231-5581, dnexner@iastate.edu
Merle Hall, (515) 201-0059, mghall@prairieinet.net
